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Wentworth Greenhouses
Helpful Tips and Information                                                 

Growing Tips and Info on Blueberry Bushes
(Vaccinium)

Blueberries are a great addition to any area in your garden. With varieties as small as 6” high, they can be grown in any size garden or planted in containers. 


Blueberries should be planted in full sun in a suitable acidic soil. They prefer a sandy loam that is well drained. Place a layer of mulch around the shrub after planting to protect the roots from heat. 


Be sure to water your blueberry bushes regularly. They should get about 1-2 inches of water per week. 


To strengthen your plants, it is recommended that you pick off any flower buds that appear for the first two years of growth. This will encourage the plant to put its energy into a stronger root and branch system. 


Blueberries are self-pollinating, but for best fruit production, plant more than one variety. There are many varieties of blueberries; some early season varieties are ‘Earligirl’, ‘Bluecrop’, ‘Patriot’ and ‘Jersey’. ‘Blue Ray’ is an example of a good mid season fruit producer. 


To maintain your blueberries, you should prune them every year. For the first and second years of planting you only need to remove any dead or damaged branches. For lowbush blueberries, it is recommended that you cut part of the shrub completely down to the ground every 2-3 years. 


For the remaining years, keep up with pruning off any dead or dying branches. Once a branch reaches 6 years of age, it should be removed (peeling gray bark is a sign of an older branch). Look at the rest of the branches, and leave the ones that are long, strong and have several buds. Leave 6-10 healthy branches per bush.  


Blueberry shrubs make a great four season interest in the garden. The plant will go from the spring bloom, to fruit in the summer, to fall foliage color and then beautiful colored bark in the winter. You can also use blueberries as a replacement for a hedge row, and enjoy the show they put on throughout the year. 


